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Today, there are over 50 Islamic nations in the world,
and the Muslim population of 1.3 billion accounts for as
much as 20 percent of the world population. What is
more, Islamic nations possess over 70 percent of the
world’s petroleum. Their position has a direct influence
the international community in various ways.

“Shariah Research Institute (SRI)” was established in
April 2007 for the purpose of conducting
comprehensive research on the politics, economy,
culture and society of the Islamic world. The Shariah
(Islamic law) is the basis of these factors in the Islamic
world, and thus, SRI conducts its research mainly
through the study of the Shariah. SRI aims to
disseminate knowledge gained from its research to the
public.

(1) Research Activities

In addition to broaden Islamic studies, SRI will translate
and research classic texts of Shariah in order to
promote theoretical interpretation of the Shariah. Also
on the SRI's agenda is study of fatwa (fomal legal
opinions made on the basis of Islamic law), which will
help understand how the Shariah actually functions in
the Islamic world. Furthermore, SRI will pursue
Shariah-based understanding of polities, society, and
economic issues in the Islamic world.

(2) Presentation of research results

SRI will hold lectures, seminars and symposiums to
present the outcome of its researches. Progress of
undergoing research is reported in SRI newsletters,
and the results are published as annual reports.

(3) Shariah Committee

The Shariah Committee is a permanent organ of SRI. Its
members are specialists of Shariah, whose
qualifications are acknowledged in Islamic nations. As
the SRI's operative section, the Committee will carry
out Shariah-related projects upon requests from
corporations in Japan. It will also present its view on
Shariah-related matter, provide Muslim students in
Japan with necessary training and guidance, and
promote exchange of ideas and personnel between
SRI and other Shariah-related institutions.
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(4) The Islamic institutions SRI has
already been

affiliated with or seeks to form an affiliation with are as

follows:

Al-Azhar University (Cairo, Egypt)

Cairo University (Cairo, Egypt)

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University

(Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)

King Abdulaziz Public Library (Riyadh, Saudi Arabia)

Unm Al-Qura University (Makkah, Saudi Arabia)

Islamic University (Madinah, Saudi Arabia)

Muslim World League (Makkah, Saudi Arabia)

World Halal Food Council (Jakarta, Indonesia)

Arabic Islamic Institute (Motoazabu, Tokyo)

Japan Muslim Association (Shibuya, Tokyo)
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